
Ann Hite's debut novel, Ghost on Black Mountain, won Georgia Author of the Year and was a Townsend Prize Finalist in 
2012. Being a city girl most of her life, she now writes each day in her home office that looks out on a decent clutter of trees. Learn 
more at annhite.wordpress.com.
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Macon, Georgia—"In Roll the Stone Away, Ann Hite journeys into her past with a pocketful of burden-shaped stones," says 
Karen Schwettman, owner of FoxTale Book Shoppe in Woodstock, Georgia. "With great courage that defied her cautious nature, 
she faced the demons her family had hidden for generations. In the darkness, she faced murder, racism, bigotry, and hatred, yet 
she found compassion for her family, herself, and a love for them and from them that she didn’t realize she possessed. This is 
one Southern woman’s story but one that is hauntingly familiar to many of us. In this telling, Hite breathes new life into future 
generations and brings hope to those of us who have suffered in similar ways. A brave and important work. Bravo!"
 Roll the Stone Away is the true story that influenced the award-winning Black Mountain novel series. Ann Hite, in her 
storytelling mode, envisions a sack of stones poised to hang around her neck the moment she is born and added to throughout 
her childhood by her grandmother and mother. Each stone represents a family story that forms who Hite becomes as an adult. 
 Generations of abuse, racism, adultery, and lies populate this sordid history. In the midst of the telling are strong, flawed 
women who are far from good role-models for a young Hite but show that survival and success in the worst scenarios are not always 
lost. Along with stories of murder and madness are the ghost tales Hite is so well-known for writing.
 Readers may find themselves pondering if real people aren't scarier than any ghost could ever be. The author hopes when 
readers emerge on the other side of this memoir, they have a better understanding of what it takes to survive one's history and own 
it without shame.
 "When I decided to explore my history, I prayed I’d find some understanding of the women who raised me, a way to balance 
the contradictions they could be," says Hite. "Always be careful what you ask. You might get your prayers answered."

"Roll the Stone Away is a remarkable book. In it, Hite explores her ancestry as she traces her family’s path from its arrival 
in Appalachia until the present. Along the way she examines the sheer weight of family—the stones—and as she reflects upon 

the people and places who have combined to make her who she is, she examines and then lays aside those burdens that history 
places upon us all. Chapter by chapter and page by page, as she rolls away her stones, she teaches us that we, too, can be free." 

— Raymond L. Atkins, author of Set List and South of the Etowah.

May 2020 - Memoir
9780881467321 • $18.00 • Paperback • MUP/P598 • 304 pages • 5.5 x 8.5 
9780881467482 • $12.00 • e-book

Publisher Contact: Mary Beth Kosowski, Director of Marketing
(478) 301-2880   kosowski_mb@mercer.edu

Roll the Stone Away 
A Family's Legacy of Racism and Abuse
by Ann Hite

"Ann Hite’s Roll the Stone Away is an unflinching yet tender 
look at how her family’s Georgia history has shaped her—
a timely memoir for lovers of story, research, and honesty.

—Jessica Handler 
author of The Magnetic Girl and Invisible Sisters

  


