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Macon, Georgia—Plato's most magisterial dialogue, the Republic, takes up the question "what is justice," and its central 
image is an imaginary city constructed in speech designed to aid in this inquiry. In Book V of the Republic, Socrates tells his 
interlocutors that they have completed the "Male Drama," of the city in speech and that it is now time for them to take up the 
"Female." The "Female Drama" is Socrates' name for the action of the central books of the Republic: V-VII. 
 Much has been made of what this transition in the Republic signifies for political questions. The Republic is not only 
concerned with politics or political justice, however. Like all of the images and arguments in the Republic, the Female Drama 
of the city in speech has meaning both for political and individual justice, but there has been no systematic inquiry into the 
central books of the Republic for their meaning for individual justice. That is the ambition of this book. 
 On the level of moral psychology, Thomas argues that while the Male Drama of Books II–IV presents images of fully 
formed versions of the psychological activities that come together to define justice in a human life, the Female Drama explores 
the modes of potentiality and becoming necessary for those psychological activities to come into being. More specifically, Books 
V-VII explore the three modes of potentiality necessary for the development of justice: genesis, trophe, and paideia. 
 "As with any attempt to make sense of Plato's most magisterial dialogue, my first caveat is that by no means is this meant 
to be an exhaustive account of the Republic, or a reductive one," says Thomas. "I will, by necessity, leave much uninvestigated, 
and there are many other ways of reading the Republic that will both be compatible with my interpretation and better at 
explaining other important aspects of Plato's philosophy. This book is my attempt to present a coherent and systematic way of 
looking at the central books that I trust will illuminate some important things about the Republic that I have not seen written 
about elsewhere—and some that I have."
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